SOCIAL   LIFE   IN   INDIA

means necessarily, to excess.    For a Hindu to
either a little is, however, as bad as to do either to
excess.

It is small wonder that scant justice is done to
the real character and disposition of the amiable and
admirable peoples of India, so utterly unlike those
who profess to represent them.

Marriage is the great event in any man or
woman's life, and eating and drinking and giving of
presents form as prominent a part of the entry into
the holy estate in India, as these functions do in
England. The ordinary peasant will squander all
he has and borrow more for his marriage, and
there are many knowing the country well who think
that all the margin which our taxation allows the
peasant to enjoy, and any further savings that he
may be able to accumulate by reduction of rent
or taxation, merely result in each individual case
in his borrowing up to the limit of his larger credit,
and spending greater sums than ever upon marriage
and other ceremonies.

Though no wine is drunk amongst the upper
classes, except by the "English-educated, intoxi-
cating drinks have always been used in India from
very early times. Such use, however, was always
confined to the lower castes, and drinking was,
and still is, considered a degrading vice. It would
conduce greatly to the comfort of the poorer classes
if tea-drinking became a more common practice,